FIGHTIN’ TEXAS AGGIE FOOTBALL PREVIEW 
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His spirit will kindle hope amid despair. 
His mind will forge peace between ancient enemies. 


He will find his voice by listening to the world. 


Global Study via Operation Spirit’and Mind-’ 


The Texas AGM Scholarship Initiative. 
The challenges of tod: me ak 2 perience essential to economic and political s 
Global study is a powerful development tool that can lift Tes SM to leadership on the world 


Global Study Scholarships v rat and Mind sei s abroad to live and learn foreign bi 
and culture. Far beyond “recreational travel,” scl S ga nique insight and perspective key to suc 
today's global economy: 


ss. Your generous Aggie spirit will 
give promising Aggie minds the experience they need to change the world. 


Call the Texas A&M Foundation at (800) 392-3310 or give online at giving.tamu.edu EOUN EATON, 
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www.12thMKOT.com 
877.966.3283 


rhe Stony That's Meer Been THA 


Own a part of Texas A&M history! The former 12th Man Kickoff Team 
players have created a book, No Experience Required, depicting their 
trials and tribulations. 


All book proceeds are used for scholarships for students in need at Texas A&M. 
The 12th Man Kickoff Team continues to give its all to the University 
that believed not only in their spirit but in their dream. 


LIMITED EDITION LEATHER BOUND DELUXE COLLECTOR’S EDITION 
HAND SIGNED BY COACH SHERRILL - $149.95 


www.12thMKOT.com 


1939 TEKAS AGGIES 


The Greatest Generation’s 
Greatest Team 


MICKEY HERSKOWITZ 
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The 1939 Texas Aggies 
by Mickey Herskowitz 
Cloth hardcover, 260 pp * $24.95 


Special Leatherbound Ed. » $74.95. 
limited quantities available 


This is how the building of a national 
championship team begins: The foot- 
ball stadium is heavily in debt—by a 
quarter of a million dollars. The 
administration and the players feared the 
bank would repossess it. 

These were the Texas Aggies, who 
couldn't afford to pave the dirt under the 
stands in the north end zone. 

They were coming off a .500 season, 
and in the preseason polls for 1939 had 
been picked to finish fifth—in the 
Southwest Conference. 

They would go on to win it all. 
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We've Never Been Licked DVD 


Forgive Us Our Press Passes: 
1942 = Limited Edition Release + The Mickey Herskowitz Collection I 


$20.95. Cloth hardcover, 260 pp * $20.95 
Filmed on the A&M campus during A collection of 83 of Mickey's best 
World War Il, Walter Wanger's war columns on football, baseball, bas- 
drama tells the story of Aggies ketball, horseracing, golf, boxing, 
doing their part against Japan. patriotism, and tributes to departed 
Robert Mitchum's first film. Stars sports greats. Mickey Herskowitz 
Hom Beety: ae ane Mee fells the grand panorama of 
tawley. Includes rare footage of America sports i} tell 
ABM in the 19408, Relive the old i, ‘Shorts lovers wil dinonver there 
army days at Texas A&M. is nothing to forgive but everything 
to appreciate in this classy new 
book by the dean of Texas sports 
writers. 


With an Introduction by Hall of Fame 
pitcher Nolan Ryan 


approximately 75 minutes 


Order individually or get all three for $49.95* (save $16.90) 
Order online at 1939aggies.com 


A project of 
the Class of 
1960 


or call toll-free 1-866-774-5786 


“$89.95 for Leatherbound edition combo 
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HANDCRAFTED CUSTOM 
BUILT RODS FOR THE 
DISCRIMINATING 
FISHERMAN 


CONTACT TOMMY NUGHE72 


ROD AND REEL CENTER 


3023 OLD COLLEGE RD. 
BRYAN, TX 77801 


979-846-6070 


AEFERENGES AVAILABLE AT: | z 


WWIW.RATTLERRODS.COM 


JACK WINSLOW 
~ BODY SHOP 


SERVING AGGIELAND FOR OVER 62 YE: 


1845 GRAHAM RD COLLEGE STATION * 979-690-1487 
WWWJACKWINSLOWBODYSHORCOM 
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Introducing Al Online! 
Attention Subscribers: if you 
want to have access to view Al 
online in addition to the print | 
version, send us an email to 
online@aggiemag.com and 

we will send you a link to 

each issue as soon as we send 

it to the press. If you are not 

a subscriber, but would like | 

to receive the online version, ¥ =e 

go to www.aggielandillustrated.com 

and sign up for an Online Subscription today! 


Howdy! 

I'm excited. I'm excited because its finally time for some 
Fightin’ Texas Aggie football. I’m excited about the possibilities 
of our young team and program. I don’t care what the “experts” 
say. I can’t help but have optimism about a new season and a 
fresh start. A new opportunity to shock the world and put Aggie 
football back on the map. 

I'm excited about all of the talented underclassmen in our 
football program. Will they be up to the challenge this season? 
That's the million dollar question, of course. Never before have I 
seen an A&M team be this far off the national radar. Yet, I’m op- 
timistic that this is the year we see a turnaround on the field. I’m 
not talking about rising to the top of the Big 12 by any means. 
But I can’t envision us on the bottom either. Do I sound crazy? 
Perhaps, but I just can’t help it. Get your Aggie football fix 
beginning on page 27. 

I'm also excited about our soccer and volleyball programs. 
Coach G and the soccer girls have their eyes set on breaking the 
barrier into the Final Four, which just happens to be in College 
Station this year, while Coach Corbelli has the leadership and 
talent in place to put an end to the program’s NCAA tournament 
drought. Flip to page 18 for soccer and 21 for volleyball. 

Obviously, I'm excited. So let’s get started already! 


Subscribe Now for Only °18 
OR BUY ONE, GET ONE HALF PRICE! 


Three ways to subscribe: 
1. On the Web: www.aggielandillustrated.com 


2. By phone: Call us at 1-866-55-AG-MAG (1-866-552-4624) 


3. By mail: Send your subscription and payment 
information (check or credit card) to: 
Aggieland Illustrated 
PO Box 6841 
Bryan, TX 77805-6841 
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One visit is all it will take to fall in love with this Aggie oasis. One round of golf on any or 
all of our three Robert Trent Jones, Sr. golf courses. One jet ski lap around the cool waters 
of constant-level Lake LBJ. One incredible stay enjoying our full service spa, marina, 
yacht club, dining, tennis and the convenience of one of the state's largest private airports. 
Bring your family, friends and fellow Aggies to Horseshoe Bay Resort. Just 45 minutes 
from Austin in the Texas Hill Country. Plan and book your stay today at hsbresort.com. 


O 
HORSESHOE BAY RESORT. 


Texas’ premier lake and golf resort. 


877.611.0112 | www.hsbresort.com 


specialize in the latest treatment of 

varicose and spider veins, All reatments 

are done in the office with little discomfort. 
Medicare and most insurance plans are accepted. 


today fora consultation 
1721 Bitmingnam Df ste.202 | 
College Station, Texas 


Subscribe or renew online at www.aggielandillustrated.com 
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heads up 


Senior Amber Gnatzig soars high in the air for the 
header during Texas A&M's exhibition match against 
UAB. The Aggies easily won the contest and fol- 
lowed it up a week later with a 3-0 victory over No. 
8 USC to officially open the 2009 season, setting the 
tone for what could be a very special year. 

Photo by Jason McConnell ‘01. 


+ 100 Guest Rooms 
= 4,000 SF of Customizable Meeting Space 
+ Located 5 Miles From Texas A&M 


1920 Austin’s Colony Parkway 
Bryan, TX 77803 
(979) 731-5300 
bestwestern.com/atreaatoldtowncenter 


Manage! 
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The month of July was kind to 
Mike Sherman and the Aggies on the re- 
cruiting trail. In the August issue of Al, 
we featured nationally ranked linebacker 
Corey Nelson and his pledge to wear ma- 
roon and white. Shortly after that amaz- 
ing achievement, the Aggies received a 
commitment from Elkins’ Jake Matthews 
—the state’s top ranked offensive lineman 
and the number six prospect on Billy Li- 
ueci’s top 110 list in 2010. 

Matthews is the son of former Hous- 
ton Oiler and NFL Hall of Famer Bruce 
Matthews, and is an accomplished young 
lineman who will be able to line up at 
virtually any position along the line at 
the next level. While many believed that 
Matthews would ultimately choose be- 
tween the Aggies, Longhorns and USC 
‘Trojans, the truth of the matter was that 
he had his pick of any school in the coun- 
try that he wished to attend. 

In the end, Matthew 
came down to his belief in Sherman’s 
ability to turn around the Aggie program 
and prepare him for the ne 

“I just really like where the program 
is heading,” Matthews said in an inter- 
view with the Maroon & White Report at 
‘Texags.com. “My brother (starting A&M 


commitment 


level. 


For complete coverage 


at (979) 690-7361 or by visiting www.texags.com 


center Kevin Matthews) goes there and I 
just have a great feel for the school, the 
players and coaches. For me, it was the 
right place to go and I’m pretty excited 
about it.” 

‘The opportunity to play for Sherman 
and offensive line coach Jim Turner was 
too much for Matthews to pass up. 

“With my brother playing for Coach 
‘Turner, I’ve just heard great things about 
him and his ability to develop linemen,” 
he added. “When you combine that with 
Coach Sherman’s background at the posi- 
tion, it’s something that's really exciting 
to me. Playing on the offensive line at 
‘Texas A&M is going to give me a great 
chance to succeed at that level.” 


Matthews’ commitment has been the 
cherry on top of what was already an out- 
standing offensive line haul for the Aggies 
in the class of 2010. When Allen’s Cedric 
Ogbuehi, Katy’s Shep Klinke, Denton’ 
Garrett Gramling and Arlington’s Luke 


Joeckel all committed to A&M in the 


early spring, we said the only thing that 
could make this class any better would be 
the addition of the state’s top ranked big 
s luck — and the hard work of the 


man. 
Aggie coaching staff — would have it, Ag- 
gie fans everywhere got their wish. mi 


ieci of the Maroon & White Report 


BILLY LIUCCIS MAROON & WHITE REPORT 


Now serving up Apples and iPods in two locations! 


Mac MacResource Computers 


Computers & Service Store © Northgate 
3828 South Texas Avenue « Bryan, Texas 77802 315 Church Avenue e College Station TX 77840 
Tel 979-314-0535 * Fax 979-846-6226 http://store.mac-resource.com 


http://www.mac-resource.com 
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AJM Authorized Campus Store 
Aggieland’s source for Apple products and service! 


The latest & greatest Macs * Apple Educational pricing * Apple Authorized Service Provider . 


Visit MacResource for specially-priced 
bundles, priced even lower than 
Apple's educational discounts! 


Which Mac are you? 


Drop by one of our stores 
and find out... 
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DESIGNER SUITES HOTEL 


Experience the soothing coos 
of our resident mourning doves 
and gentle breezes rustling through 
fhe waster aped erin an 
unexpected oasis in the heart of 
College Station. Complement the 
experience of your stay with more 
conveniences and services than 
you'll find anywhere else in the 
Southwest. 


“Ride the FREE game day shuttle ™ a 
from Post Oak Mall. e 
Shuttles run 3 hours prior to kickoff 
and 1 hour after each home game. 
| Visit transport.tamu.edu for more sats 
rexas aast unvinsry 


TRANSPORTATION SERVICES 
Th ss \ag Movie Ferd Fer Yim 


(Open Floor Plans & Private Bedrooms 
Custom Pillow-Top Beds ~ Luxury Bedding 
Fully-Equipped Kitchens ~ Exquisite Pool 
Fires Center ~ Lush Landscaping 
Outdoor Grills ~ Evening Wine Tasting 


Free Hi-Speed Intemét ~ Luxurious Baths 
Deluxe Continental Bre: 


Saturday, 


Napa Valley Winemaker Weekend 


Http: ronnie tamu. Sas 
Tracy Paine at'979.691¥ 
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Senior soccer stars aim to 
leave Aggieland with a 
national championship 

BY JASON MCCONNELL ‘01 


What are your emotions like as you begin 
your last season in maroon and white? 
Amber Gnatzig (left): | am real excited about 
this senior season because we came so far last 
year and we have so much — not necessarily 

to prove but so much left to do for ourselves 
We have a lot of championships left to win and 
what a better time to do it then our senior year. 
Cydne Currie (middle): For me itis sad, but at 
the same time it is like your last go-round, so 
you have nothing to lose. It is exciting because 
you can put everything out on the line. Itis a 
time for us to accomplish something great and 
leave a tradition, 

Emily Peterson (right): If you look at all of us 
when we came in, we had pretty successful 
freshman and sophomore years, and now it is 
our turn to lead so that our underclassman can 
know whatit feels like to win a Big 12 champi- 
onship. 


You have followed some good leaders. 
How does it feel to be in that role now? 
CC: | am excited, You finally get to hold the 
reins | guess you could say. This is new for all of 
us, We have always had really loud personalities 
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and fun people. You try to fill that role but you 
realize that your role is entirely different and 
everyone is different in the way that they lead. | 
think it is realizing how we lead and then doing 
that to the best of our ability, 


What has been you most memorable mo- 
ment in Aggie soccer so far? 

CC: The UNC game in 2006. Even being on the 
bench — | was pumped. | was excited. If you 
were on the sidelines, if you were on the field, 
or you were in the stands, it was just a feeling 
like you have never felt. Eight thousand people 
just cheering for you and your team, There is no 
other feeling like that 

AG: We were losing 2-0 to Colorado at halftime 
during my sophomore year. | was bleeding and 

| had to come out of the game and get stitched 
up in the first half —| had to get 7 stitches in my 
eye. | came back in the game in the second half 
and scored the 2nd goal to tie it up. We ended 
up coming back and beating them 4-2. It was 
just really exciting to me because | gat to score 
the goal to tie up the game. 

EP: Losing to North Carolina my sophomore 
year. It wasn’t the most fun, just the most 


memorable. We played well, but they are a re- 
ally great team, Everyone on our team really 
respects them. You know, there are some teams 
that you just don’t like. You don’t necessarily 
respect their players or coaches as much. But 
North Carolina — their team is just a good team 
and their coach is just a good coach. The fact 
that we went out there and played hard and 
got that close —it is one of my favorite games. 
Even though we ended up losing, we all walked 
off with our heads held high. It was a fun expe- 
rience, | wish we could have won though 


How tough was it to get so close to the 
Final Four last season and come up short? 
CC: While we are doing things like lifting 
weights or running, someone will always make 
a comment about that, It is obviously something 
we are all stil rritated about, but at the same 
time it is a motivator for us. We will be running 
and you can tell that everyone is just exhausted, 
but then someone says "Final Four, Elite 8, last 
two minutes against UNC.” It is amazing what 
those few words will do for us. It is incredible 
how it can motivate and inspire us. | think as 
much as you can look at it as a negative thing, 
itis a great thing to leam from and go with and 
find a positive light to it 

AG: We are ready for revenge and especially 
since it is going to be home field advantage for 
us this year. That would be an awesome way to 
go out. 


Do you look forward to meeting North 
Carolina in the Final Four this year? 

EP: Oh yeah, | would love to, 

CC: To play a team like that where the whole 
game you are on the edge of your seat wonder- 
ing how it is going to go is really special. When 
we played them at their place last year, that was 
incredible, They had the biggest crowd they 
have ever had, Being there and being here, the 
fight back and forth — it is a long history. 


How do you think you are going to feel on 
Senior Night? 

CC: Sad. But | am excited. | think it will be a 
rush of emotions, It will be incredible because 
it is the Texas game and there's always a great 
crowd for that one. 


What is your goal this season, other than 
winning a national championship? 

CC: Being a good leader on and off the field 
Especially at this school, you want to set a tradi- 
tion, | think that is a big thing for us as a class 
and for us personally. We have talked about it 

a number of times, Really bringing what | can 
bring to the game and to the team, and doing 
it well 

EP: We have to get back to winning the Big 12 
This past year was the first year we haven't won 
in a long time, We have to get back to that, 
having the freshman thinking, “this is what we 
do.” It shouldn't be something that happens 
every now and then. Start a new streak. That 
would bea good thing 

AG: Mine, along with Cyd, is just to leave a 
legacy. Texas A&M has always had great teams, 
but | want us to be known as the best class to 
ever come through. | want to be known as the 
class that got the national championship. | want 
to be a part of that and leave that legacy. 

CC: You just gave me goosebumps 
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What have the three seniors meant to 
your program? 

All three of them have had huge, huge im- 
pacts on the program. Emily [Peterson], as a 
great defender and a cool-headed smart lead- 
et. Cyd [Cydne Currie] as a burst of energy and 
excitement, hard worker with a lot of fire. And 
Amber [Ghatzig] is just our shining example of 
the way to get things done. As our captain she 
isa really great leader. She is not just this “rah- 
rah” fire and brimstone type of leader, she is 
someone that every single player on the team 
has the most respect for because of her work 
rate, how she treats other people, and for the 
competitive nature she brings to the table. It 

is a neat class and we are hoping they will be 
able to go out with a big bang 


How tough was the ending to last season 
and how does it motivate you this year? 
We have been really close to the Final Four 

a few times. To lose in double overtime in a 
game we were ahead in late was tough. | said 
at the time that it wasn't a game we lost. It is 
a game that Carolina found a way to win and 
they did. | think it was a testament to them 
and you can see why they deserved to be 
national champions, We watched them cruise 
through the semifinals and finals after a tough 
battle with us, and we just had to shake our 
heads. The timing of when we met them was 
just a round or two off. | know the players are 
motivated to make it where if we are going 

to play one of those other elite level teams, it 
is on our field and itis very late in the tourna~ 
ment. To do that, we have to take care of 
business during the regular season. 


Last season's freshmen had a huge impact 
on the team. What do you expect from 
them this year? 

The freshman class that we brought in last 
year is a very special group. Four of them 
having all grown up playing together, having 
won a youth national championship with Real 
Colorado. We had to replace nine starters and 
so the opportunity for them to do it was there. 
Obviously, where we started the season com- 
pared to where we finished the season was 
very different. Now, one of the biggest differ- 
ences we are seeing this season is the maturity 
that group has. They have an idea of what 

is going to happen around the corner where 
everything was so new to them last year. We 
would just wind them up every day and see 
how far we could take them, Now, they are 
well prepared and motivated just like the rest 
of the team to do more, They know that the 
opportunity to play in the NCAA tournament 
is there and if we could do that, the opportu- 
nity to potentially play all the games at hone 
is there. The way we have set up the schedule 
is maybe one of the toughest in the country, 
but | have done that to make sure that when 
the chips are down at elimination time, that 
we have already seen the best. Even in games 
that if we don’t win, it will show us about 
ourselves and we will be better off from it 


Presenting the Texas A@M Collection by James Avery. 
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or alum in your life. 
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Perfect for the weary 12th Man... 


DEPENDABLE CARS. 


DEPENDABLE DEALER. 


Serving Aggieland for over 30 years. 
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Easterwood Airport — 


Whether arriving by commercial airline or inyour own private aircraft, Easterwood Airport 


Fly ; (CLL) provides the most convenient access to the Bryan-College Station community. The 
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Coming off a 16-win season in 2008, the Aggie 
volleyball program was disappointed for the second straight year 
by not being invited to the NCAA tournament. However, head 
coach Laurie Corbelli, entering her 17th season at Texas A&M, 
is looking forward to a promising season. 

“Tt is exciting to me just having so many returners as well as 
a super talented freshman class,” Corbelli said. “Everyone was 
here during the summer and there was a lot of participation both 
in the weight room and playing on their own, and I know they 
are ready to show what they can do.” 

Retumningrexperieneeiand leadership: will be the corset this 
year’ team, picked to finish 4th in the Big 12. Senior outside hit- 
ters Sarah Ammerman and Mary Batis, both three year start- 
ers on the left, have been named to the preseason All-Big 12 
‘Team for the second consecutive season. Ammerman, one of five 
unanimous selections on the team, was the team’s MVP and top 
offensive player in 2008. Batis, A&M's top defensive player the 


it to another level 


The Aggie volleyball team looks to end NCAA tournament drought 
BY JASON MCCONNELL ‘01 


past two seasons, begins the year 11 kills away from having the 
10th most kills in Aggie history. 

The right side of the court also returns two starting seniors, 
including two-year starting setter Kristen Schevikhoven along 
with outside hitter Jennifer Banse. The senior leadership on 
the team also includes setters Jola Kelner and transfer Dylan 
Faulkner. 

Last season saw a host of underclassmen log significant game 
experience. Sophomore Kelsey Black ended the 2008 season as 
the team’s libero and saw action over the summer as a member of 
the U.S. Junior National Team. Another libero as well as backup 
setter, sophomore Chelsea Ringel, returns after playing in 27 
of 30 matches last season. 

Sophomore Stephanie Minnerly will compete against fresh- 
men Caitlen Adams, Alisia Kastmo and Lindsey Miller for two 
middle blocker positions left vacant after Kelsey Bryant, Darla 
Donaldson and Jillian Phillips graduated last season. Freshman 
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middle blocker and outside hitter Abby 
Howden, and PrepVolleyball.com high 
school All-American Tori Mellinger will 
compete for starting roles and make an 
immediate impact on the court. All five 
of A&M’: incoming freshmen competed 
in the USA Junior Olympic Girls’ Vol- 
leyball Championships over the summer. 

“It is going to be real important that 
the freshmen establish themselves early 
as participants,” Corbelli said. “We need 
them to bea big part of the season. At the 
same time, the returners are very ready to 
lead this younger group and serve as great 
role models and leaders so that it can per- 
petuate in the program into the future.” 

That future started with the Aggies 
winning the Texas A&M Invitational 
championship to open the season. The 
team will need all the preparation they 
can get in non-conference, because Big 
12 play includes eight matches against 
preseason Top 25 teams, including Texas, 
Nebraska, Iowa State and Kansas State. 
Big 12 opponents Baylor and Oklahoma 
also received votes in the Top 25. 

With the conference getting stronger 
and stronger from top to bottom, there 
won’t be many easy games on the sched- 
ule this year. But if the Aggies can meet 
or exceed expectations, they will return to 
the NCAA tournament for the first time 
since 2004. 
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 


REGGIE MCNEAL 


BY STEVE HUNT 


From the moment he arrived 
on the Texas A&M campus, Reggie Mc- 
Neal was met with extraordinary expec- 
tations. The ultra-talented quarterback 
had just capped his r at Lufkin 
High School by leading his team to a 5A 
state championship with a legendary in- 
dividual performance. Aggie fans couldn’t 
have been more excited for his arrival and 
dreamed he would lead the program back 
to national prominence. 

One of the top recruits in the nation, 
MeNeal played sparingly during the first 
nine games of his freshman season for 
then-head coach R.C. Slocum. Then, on 
November 9, 2002, against No. 1 Okla- 
homa, he had his coming out party. 

“It was a memorable day because from 
the time I stepped onto the field, every- 
thing just went our way,” McNeal re- 
called. “It doesn’t get any better than to 
go into the Home of the 12th Man, play 
in front of over 80,000 and beat the No. 
1 team in the nation. That was something 
special.” 

Expectations were exponentially high- 
er after that 30-26 upset over the Sooners 


nior 


and McNeal earned his first start for the 
following game against Missouri. How- 
ever, an injury against the Tigers ended 
his freshman season early. Following the 
season, Slocum, the winningest coach 
in Texas A&M history, was fired and re~ 
placed by Dennis Franchione. 

MeNeal’s career was solid but never 
spectacular and by the time he graduated 
in 2006, A&M had appeared in just one 
bowl game during his tenure. His amaz- 
ing athletic ability was never questioned, 
but his attitude and leadership skills of- 
ten were, especially toward the end of his 
Aggie career. There were times when it 
appeared McNeal could fulfill the lofty 
expectations, but he simply didn’t have 
the coaching or supporting cast to get 
it done. Through it all, however, he has 
little regrets about his time in Aggieland. 

“I can’t complain about anything that 
happened at A&M,” he said. “I had a blast 
down there — all four years. The only 
thing I’m mad about is that we didn’t win 
that much and I didn’t get drafted higher. 
Other than that, my years at A&M were 


great. They took care of me, loved me 
and they still do.” 

In 2006, Cincinnati selected McNeal 
in the sixth round of the NFL Draft as 
a wide receiver. As a rookie, McNeal 
played in every preseason game but was 
cut right before opening day. He was 
signed to the practice squad and added to 
the 53-man roster in mid-September. His 
NFL debut came on November 19. He 
remained in Cincinnati until September 
1, 2007, when the Bengals released him 
yet again. 

Some might say McNeal never got a 
fair shake in Cincy, but no matter what 
happened, he continues to work for an- 
other shot at the NFL. 

“Life isn’t fair,” he admitted. “You're 
dealt some cards that you've just got to 
play with. From the day I left Cincinnati, 
Thave never stopped working. I have nev- 
er given up on myself.” 

In October 2007, McNeal signed with 
the Toronto Argonauts of the Canadian 
Football League, but was cut almost two 
weeks later. He got another chance with 
the team in March 2008 and has been a 


solid contributor at wide receiver ever 
since. 


“Irs fun to play here,” he said. “The 
community is great. The fans are great. 
The weather is great. There are beauti- 
ful people all around. The league is great 
and you get paid to play a game that you 
love.” 

One down side of playing in Canada is 
that during football season, it’s tough to 
keep up with the Aggies. However, Mc- 
Neal admits he does plan to make at least 
one game at Kyle Field later this year. 

“We've got some time off and I’ve got 
to check out A&M's schedule to see how 
it’s going to work out,” he said. “I'm go- 
ing to talk to Coach Cassidy before I 
come back.” 

While he hasn’t given up his aspira- 
tions of returning to the NFL, for now, 
MeNeal is content to showcase his talent 
in the CFL. 

“Right now, I’m just focused on this 
season and the rest will follow,” he said. 
“If I have a good year this year, I feel like 
it will work out for me.” 

Although his career at A&M wasn’t 
what many had hoped for, most Aggies 
would be proud to see McNeal get an- 
other shot at fulfilling his dream in the 
NFL. mi 
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SPOTLIGHT 

#1 Jerrod Johnson QB 

6-5 243 Jr. Humble HS 

Unquestioned leader of the Aggie offense looks to 


build upon his 2,435-yard and school record 21-TD 
passing performance last season. 


In one of the most talked about posi- 
tion battles of Fall Camp, junior Jerrod 
Johnson and sophomore Ryan Tan- 
nehill have emerged as the unquestioned 
leaders of the Aggie offense. Johnson, 
who saw the majority of last season’ 
snaps after a Stephen McGee shoulder 
injury, appears to have held off Tannehill 
for the starting nod. After spending time 
in the offseason with former Aggie QB 
Kevin Murray, Johnson’s mechanics and 
intermediate passes are better than ever. 
Last year, Johnson became the only A&M 
quarterback to pass for over 400 yards in 
a game. If he can limit turnovers and stay 
healthy, Johnson could rewrite the record 
books this season. 

Despite leading the Aggies in receiving 
yards in 2008, Ryan ‘Tannehill will prob- 
ably see limited time at wide receiver this 
year, as the sophomore signal caller has 
proven that he could quite possibly be an 
even better quarterback than wideout. 
Considering the distance between Tan- 
nehill and a third quarterback, in addition 
to the fact that a number two quarterback 
took the majority of the snaps last season, 
an injury to the sophomore would be a 
potentially devastating blow. Redshirt 
freshman Tommy Dorman has strug- 
gled a bit with his consistency, but did 
receive some good reports during scrim- 
mages. While it’s encouraging to see the 
young quarterback get the job done when 
the lights come on, it’s also critical that he 
learns to show the coaches his ability to 
operate the offense on a daily basis. 


jorrod 
JOHNSON (JR) 


Al TRIVIA QUESTION #1 

Who holds the school record with 48 career 
passing touchdowns? 

a, Gary Kubiak 

b. Corey Pullig 

c. Kevin Murray 

d. Reggie McNeal 


jvia. answers in an ad in this mi 
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SPOTLIGHT 

#33 Christine Michael RB 

5-11 206 Fr. Beaumont West Brook HS 

Highly touted freshman running back can be the “X- 
factor” for the Agaie offense this season, and seeks to 
be the first 1,000 yard back since 2003. 


While there might not be an abundance of experience re- 
turning at running back, there’s certainly no shortage on tal- 
ent. Cyrus Gray has returned with a sense of purpose, as the 
sophomore back seems to hit the holes harder and has displayed 
improved vision that only comes with a year of experience under 
your belt. He’ll need every advantage possible to hold on to his 
starting position, though, as ballyhooed recruit Christine Mi- 
chael appears ready to give Gray a run for his money. Simply 
put, Michael is in a category all by himself in terms of being the 
total package at running back. Whether he’s in routine drills or 
11 on 11 situations, Michael absolutely attacks whatever obstacle 
appears in front of him. 

Behind Gray and Michael (who can probably be considered 
co-starters at this point), sophomore Bradley Stephens is an- 
other back who has managed to put together a nice camp this 
fall. Like Gray, Stephens is a shifty back with great vision, whose 


only problem has been ball protection. Right behind Stephens is 
true freshman running back Kalvin Guyton, who has been one 
of the most pleasant surprises so far. A rock-solid 201 pounds, 
Guyton just seems to do all the little things well, which typically 
gets rewarded in terms of playing time. It will be interesting to 
see if Guyton plays his way out of a redshirt this season. 


Al TRIVIA QUESTION #2 

The Aggies set an NCAA record, running up 319 yards of__— 
against North Texas in 1946. 

a. first-half total offense 

, first-quarter total offense 

c, total rushing yardage 

d. punt-return yardage 
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SPOTLIGHT 

#7 Uzoma Nwachukwu WR 

6-0 189 Fr. Allen HS 

A state champion in high school, his speed and athleti- 
cism allowed him to quickly move into the first string 
offense, complementing standout Jeff Fuller well. 


At wide receiver, the Aggies are led by record setting sopho- 
more Jeff Fuller. As a true freshman, Fuller posted more touch- 
downs in one season (9) than any other wideout in A&M history. 
If this fall has been any indication of how the scason will go, it’s 
quite possible that the young receiver will break his own record, 
among others. At the beginning of two-a-days, senior Howard 
Morrow and junior Terrence McCoy lined up alongside Fuller 
to form the starting unit for the receiving corps. Morrow looks 
like he has the most to prove this season, as the senior put in 
extra hours during the offseason to drop 15 pounds and is in the 
best shape of his career for his final year. 

When it comes to playing time, the older veterans will have to 
fend off a bevy of youngsters itching to make their mark. True 
freshmen Brandal Jackson, Kenric McNeal and Uzoma Nwa- 
chukwu each made tremendous strides during fall camp, and 
all three should see the field this season. Nwachukwu was par- 
ticularly impressive, and could find himself in the starting lineup 


AGGIELAND ILLUSTRATED 


from day one. If these freshmen can produce on Saturdays as 
much as they did in camp, the coaches will be able to conserve 
Ryan Tannehill as much as possible. 

At tight end, Jamie McCoy looks to build upon his 500-yard, 
5-touchdown performance last season. The 246-Ib senior caught 
at least one pass in every game last year, and he continued to be a 
primary target for Jerrod Johnson and ‘Tannehill in camp. Junior 
Kenny Brown made the move to tight end this fall, but he’ll be 
pushed by true freshman Hutson Prioleau for second team reps. 


a 
AI TRIVIA QUESTION #3 

Who was Texas A&M's first All-American? 

a. John Kimbrough 

b. Joe Boyd 

c, Joe Routt 

d, Marshall Robnett 


Find trivia answers in an adn this magazing 
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“Wj SPOTLIGHT 
ef #80 Huston Prioleau TE 
>) 6-4 253 Fr. Fort Worth All Saints Episcopal HS 
=F Private school star has quickly turned into a weapon 
; in the passing game and is improving every day as a 


blocker. 
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SPOTLIGHT 

#55 Danny Baker OT 

6-5 300 So. Elkins HS 

Went from journeyman along the line last season to 
starting left tackle during fall camp. If he has a good 
season, so will the Aggie offense. 


ol 


For the first time in what seems like 


an eternity, the Aggie offensive linemen 
were healthy for two-a-days. There’s 
experience among the group, as seniors 
Lee Grimes, Kevin Matthews and Mi- 
chael Shumard along with sophomore 
Evan Eike logged significant playing 
time in 2008. However, despite multiple 
returning starters and a host of experi- 
ence, questions still surrounded the unit 
throughout fall camp. 

Shumard was able to slide back to 
guard — his natural position — and he'll 
start alongside Matthews, who has been 
pegged for the Rimington Trophy’s 
“watch list” — an award given to the na- 
tion’s top center. Matt Allen, a junior 
transfer from LSU, should start at the 
other guard slot, giving the Aggies a solid 
group of upperclassmen on the interior 
line. True freshman Patrick Lewis can 
back up both guard spots and center, and 
could eventually push for a starting posi- 
tion later in the season. 

On the exterior, offensive tackle is a 
little more shaky. The Ags gave junior 
converted defensive lineman Lucas Pat- 


terson a look at left tackle early in two- 
a-days, but the experiment got mixed 
reviews. That combined with a lack of 
depth at defensive tackle forced the Ag- 
gie coaches to move Patterson back to the 
other side of the ball. Sophomore Danny 
Baker appears to have won the left tackle 
position, but keep an eye on true fresh- 
man Stephen Barrera as the season pro- 
gresses. Grimes rounds out the starting 
unit at right tackle. 


Al TRIVIA QUESTION #4 

In 1968, Texas A&M and Arkansas played 
184 plays in a single game without a 

os __ for an NCAA record. 

a. forward pass 

b, turnover 


c. penalty 
d. punt 
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SPOTLIGHT 

#83 Tony Jerod-Eddie DT 

6-5 300 So. DeSoto HS 

Probably has the most upside of any Aggie defensive 


lineman since Johnny Jolly. Added good weight in the 
offseason and never lost a step. 


A load of lettermen lost and a shift in 
defensive philosophy have left the Aggies 
searching for answers along the defensive 
line. Between attrition and graduation, 
seven players are gone from last season’s 
roster, including Kellen Heard, Ben Bass 
and Billy Chavis. Fortunately, sophomore 
starters Tony Jerod-Eddie and Eddie 
Brown return up front, and many insid- 
ers believe that Jerod-Eddie has as much 
upside as any player on the team. Backing 
up the sophomore defensive tackles are a 
pair of redshirt freshman, Adren Dorsey 
and the highly touted Rod Davis. True 
freshman Kirby Ennis will also vie for 
playing time this fall, as the Hunstville 
native has shown the ability to produce a 
disruptive pass rush. 

The defensive line got an added boost 
midway through camp when veteran Lu- 
cas Patterson moved over after his trial 
period at left tackle ended. Patterson's 
return to the d-line will give the Aggies 
some experienced depth at the tackle po- 
sition — a huge need considering every 
other backup has never played a down of 
college football. 


PATTERSON (JR) 


AI TRIVIA QUESTION #5 
Texas A&M led the nation in total defense 
(fewest average yards allowed per game) 
in which year? 

a. 1979 

b. 1985 

c. 1991 f 
d. 1998 UF kirb 

ENNIS (FR) 
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SPOTLIGHT 

#40 Von Miller JACK 

6-3 240 So. DeSoto HS 

His 3.5 sack season total from last season was broken 
every other day in practice this fall. Also emerged as a 
vocal leader during camp 


At defensive end, senior Matt Moss has earned the starting 
nod after showing improvement toward the end of last season. 
The junior college transfer carries a large burden, as it will be 
absolutely essential for him to put pressure on the quarterback. 
Pushing Moss is true freshman Spencer Nealy, who showed 
great promise in the Texas High School Coaches Association 
All-Star game this summer. That performance carried over into 
fall practice, where Nealy impressed the Aggie coaches with his 
non-stop motor. Sophomore KJ Williams made the move to 


Al TRIVIA QUESTION #6 

Which Aggie defender had five sacks in a single game against 
Houston in 1987? 

a. John Roper 

b. Alex Morris 

c, Aaron Wallace 

d, Ray Childress 
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defensive end from tight end, and junior Cody Williams will be 
called upon to provide depth. 

After running a 4-3 defense last season, the Aggies have im- 
plemented a hybrid defensive end/linebacker position called the 
“Jack” in an effort to put speed on the edge. The position was 
seemingly created for junior Von Miller, who has absolutely 
wreaked havoc on the Aggie O-line this fall at the newly formed 
position. Jerrod Johnson said that Miller “ruined practice” many 
times this fall with his ability to put pressure on the quarterbacks 
and consistently break down the Aggie offense. If Miller is ap- 
plying the same heat to opponents in October that he did to his 
teammates in August, Aggie fans could be chanting “Wrecking 
Crew” come November. 

Backing up Miller is senior Matt Featherston, who has ben- 
efited from the newly formed position as well. While Miller’ 
nitch is on passing downs, Featherston seems to shine when go- 
ing up against the run. After Featherston, a pair of true fresh- 
men, Andrew Weaver and Aaron Arterburn, provide depth at 
the “Jack.” 
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SPOTLIGHT 
#18 Kyle Mangan LB 
6-2 231 Fr. Brenham HS 


ability are second to none 


Ib 


Moved from offense to defense in the spring and 
hasn’t looked back. Mangan's instincts and tackling 


The Aggies signed a host of linebackers in February, expect- 
ing the majority of them to contend for early (if not immedi- 
ate) playing time. The coaches got a pleasant surprise, however, 
when their returnees rose to the challenge this fall and didn’t give 
up the starting spots so easily. In the middle, redshirt freshman 
Kyle Mangan continued to build upon his impressive spring 
performance and locked down the starting job in early August. 
Mangan not only elevated his play this fall, but also emerged as 
a leader on the Aggie defense —a trait that defensive coordina- 
tor Joe Kines undoubtedly loved to see from his starting middle 
linebacker. Senior Anthony Lewis dropped some weight in the 
offseason, and has managed to fend off freshman Michael La- 
mothe for second team duties thus far. 

On the outside, sophomores Garrick Williams and Ricky 
Cavanaugh are among the most improved players on the Aggie 
defense. Both came a long way in providing both run support 


and pass protection. They'll have to continue their level of play 
to keep their jobs, however, as true freshmen Jonathan Stewart 
and Sean Porter are breathing down their necks. While Stewart 
has tremendous physical upside, its Porter who has shown the 
most promise early on. The San Antonio native will almost cer- 
tainly see action in the season opener. 


Al TRIVIA QUESTION #7 

In 1941, Bill Sibley set the NCAA record for most interceptions by a 
linebacker in a single season. How many did he have? 

a.6 

b.9 


@,.12 
d.16 
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SPOTLIGHT 

#7 Terrence Frederick CB 

5-10 180 So. Katy HS 

Started 6 games as a true freshman last season and is 
likely to start every game this season. T-Fred was the 
team’s best corner throughout camp 


Al TRIVIA QUESTION #8 

Which Aggie team was ranked No. 1 in the 
country before losing its last three games? 
a. 1982 

b. 1976 

c. 1957 


d. 1948 
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Ifthere were only three positions to fill 
in the secondary, the Aggies would be in 
great shape heading into the 09 season. 
Sophomore Trent Hunter and senior 
Jordan Pugh are the trusted staples of 
the Aggie defense at both safety posi- 
tions. Hunter has been nearly flawless 
so far this fall, and looks poised to build 
upon his promising freshman campaign. 
And Pugh looks physically like a pro. He’s 
our pick to be the most improved player 
on the entire A&M squad this season. At 
corner, sophomore Terrence Frederick 
plays well beyond his years, and spent 
most of two-a-days engaged in epic bat- 
tles against Jeff Fuller. 

Beyond those three, however, things 


SPOTLIGHT 

#1 Trent Hunter S 

5-10 187 So. Katy HS 

Finished third on the team with 65 tackles last season 
and intercepted three passes. This sophomore plays 
defense the way defense was meant to be played. 


tend to get tricky. While a cloud of un- 
certainty hovers over the other starting 
cornerback spot, there’s plenty of room 
for optimism. In a rare stroke of luck, 
junior college transfer Coryell Judie 
was cleared to play for the Aggies mid- 
way through fall camp. Judie’s experi- 
ence and ability should be a huge boost 
for the Aggie secondary. Senior walkon 
Justin McQueen performed well at the 
position, but missed time with an inury. 
Meanwhile, true freshmen Dustin Har- 


ris, Dez Gardiner and Steven Terrell 
gained valuable experience as the Aggies 
awaited Judie’s arrival. 


Al TRIVIA QUESTION #9 

Who made the tackle on a Hail Mary at the 
1-yard line to force overtime in the 1998 
Big 12 Championship game? 

a. Dat Nguyen 

b. Jason Webster 

c. Brandon Jennings 

d. Toya Jones 


40 


SPOTLIGHT 

#28 Randy Bullock K 

5-9 210 So. Klein HS 

field goals last season and 20 of 21 extra 
Most reliable Aggie kick 


Made 6 of 


st (k/p/kr/pr) 


SOOES 


For the first time in a long time, the 
Aggies return a proven kicker in Randy 
Bullock. The sophomore looked like a 
seasoned veteran this fall, as he boomed 
field goals with accuracy and consistency 
from both short and long yardage situa- 
tions. Freshman Kyle Serres has shown 
anice leg and will study under Bullock. 

At punter, the departure of longtime 
starter Justin Brantly has left a huge void. 
Freshman Ryan Epperson was a late ad- 
dition to the ’09 signing class and is en- 
gaged in a heated battle with backup QB 
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Jeff Wood and Montana transfer Ken 
Wood. While all three have struggled 
with consistency, Ken looks to have the 
strongest leg and appears to be the front- 
runner for the starting job. 

In the return game, true freshman 
Dustin Harris has emerged as a weapon 
on punt returns. The elusive young play- 
maker has fielded punts with the most 
consistency, and flashes great vision once 
the ball is in his hands. Cyrus Gray re- 
wrote the Aggie record book last fall in 
kickoff returns, amassing 1,169 yards on 


49 returns for a 23.9 average. He'll likely 
be joined by freshman Ryan Swope this 
year in the return game to provide a dy- 
namic one-two punch, 


Al TRIVIA QUESTION #10 
All-American Steve O'Neal set an NFL 
record in 1969 with a 
a, 62-yard 

b. 71-yard 

c. 79-yard 

d. 98-yard 


punt. 
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20009 NON-CONFERENCE MATCHUPS By Brian Davis ‘01 


04.5.09 


NEW MEXiCo LoBOS 
LAST SEASON: 4-8, 2-6 iN MOUNTAIN WEST 


OVERVIEW: 
Aggies can relate with New Mexico fans this season, The Lobos are 
beginning a rebuilding job under new head coach Mike Locksley. 
The offensive coordinator at Illinois for the past four seasons, Lock- 
sley took over after Rocky Long stepped down last November. The 
first-time head coach has his work cut out for himto turn the pro- 
gram around. In addition to getting players to adjust to his system, 
he has te replace star running back Rodney Ferguson, who gashed 
the Aggie defense last season for 144 yards and 2 touchdowns. 
The Lobos ate hoping highly touted freshman running back De- 
mond Dennis will help fill the void 


AIS PREDICTION: 

Last season's opening game loss to Arkansas State might have you 
concerned about this one—and understandably so — but Mike 
Sherman got his first win asa college head coach against a likely 
better Lobo team on the road last season. A&M 38, UNM 21 


SCHEDULE: SERIES HiSTORY: 
Sep5 at Texas A&M 2008: Aggies, 28-22 
Sep iz Tulsa 1926: Aggies, 63-0 


Sep 19 Air Force 

Sep26 New Menico Stare 

Oet3 at Texas Tech 

Oct 30 at Wyoming 
UNV 


Oct31 at San Diego State 
Nov7. at Utah 

Nov 14 Brigham Young 
Nov21 Colorado State 
Nov28 at TCU 


04.19.09 
UTAH STATE AGGIES 


LAST SEASON: 3-4, 3-5 in WAC 


OVERVIEW: 

Utah State is also breaking ina new coach and for good reason ~ 
they haven't had a winning season in 12 years or won more than 
3 games in-season in 6 years, After last year’s dismal season, 
the Aggies fired their coach and hired former Utah assistant Gary 
Andersen. The team returns 18 starters from last season and is 
expected to have an improved.defense. However, the offense has 
struggled and will likely continue to as they leam a new system. 
Keep an eye out for junior quarterback Diondre Borel and senior 
linebacker Paul Igboeli. Borel is a playmaker with his armand legs 
while Igboeli is undersized, but a big hitter 


AI’S PREDICTion: 

This one’s easy —the Aggies are finally guaranteed a victory! Which 
Aggie team is the question, of course, and the answer is that Texas 
A&M should be able to win on talent end depth alone. Surprising- 
ly, these Aggies have never met in football. A&M 42, Utah St. 17 


SCHEDULE: 

Sep2 atlitah 

Sep 19 at Texas ARM 
Sep26  Suuthern Ussh 
Oct2 at Brigham Young 
Oct 10 at New Mexico State 
‘Octi7) Nevada 

Gct24 Louisiana Tech 
Get31 at Fresno State 
Nov? atHawail 

Nov 14 San Jose State 
Noy 20 Boise State 

Noy 28 atidaho 


04.26.04 
UAB BLAZERS 


LAST SEASON: 4-8, 3-5 in CONFERNCE USA 


OVERVIEW: 

UAB enters the season picked to finish last in the Conference USA 
East division (11th out of 12 teams). The heart and soul of the pro- 
gram s quarterback Joe Webb, who is one of just two returning 
players in the country who passed for 2,000 yards and rushed for 
1,000 yards, The 6-4, 220-pound junior accounted for 21 touch- 
downs last season and a slew of jaw-dropping plays along the way. 
Webb has a solid group of wide receivers to work with, and junior 
tight end Jeffery Anderson is one of the players on the preseason 
watch list for the 2009 John Mackey Award, which honors the na- 
tion's top collegiate tight end. 


AL'S PREDICTION: 

The Blazers will only go as fat as Webb can take them, and his abil- 
ity to run and throw will be a huge early test for the A&M defense 
The Aggie offense, however, should put up big numbers against a 
UAB defense that is full of question marks. A&M 48, UAB 27 


SCHEDULE: 

SepS ee 

Sep 12 Souther Methodist 
Sep 19 at Toy 

Sep 26 at Texas A&M 
Gct1_ Southern Mis 
Oct 17! at Mississippi 
Oct24 at Marshall 
Ota} atUTEP 

Nov? Florida Atlantic 
Novi4  atMemphis 
Nov21 at East Caraina 
Nov 28 CF 


UAB BLAZERS 


10.3.04 
ARKANSAS (in DALLAS) 


LAST SEASON: 5-7, 2-G in SEC 


OVERVIEW: 

Players and fans of both schools are eagerly awaiting the inaugural 
Southwest Classic, not only for the opportunity to renew a rivalry, 
but also to play in the best facility in the world, Bobby Petrino has 
highly touted Michigan transfer Ryan Mallett under center this 
season, while the Razorbacks return almost every contributor to an 
offense that was 1 of 4 in BCS conferences to feature a 1,000 yard 
rusher and average more than 250 yards passing per game. Defen- 
sively, there is even more experience with 9 returning starters. 


AI’S PREDICTion: 

Arkansas hosts Georgia and visits Alabama before facing A&M, so 
they could either be riding high or reeling when they get to Dallas, 
The Hogs have much more speed than what the Aggies will have 
seen, and there's also the question of who better handles the at- 
mosphere. The Ags just don’t match up well in this one, but hope- 
fully they'll prove us wrong, Arkansas 34, Ags 20 


SCHEDULE: LAST TWo MEETINGS: 
Missour Sate 1931 Aggies 13-3 
George 1990: ages 20-16 
at Alabama Arkansas leads alltime series 26-24-3 
Texas A&M (in Dallas) 
Auburn 
at Fonda EST! 
at Mississippi 3 


Eastern Micugan 
South Caraina 


Troy 
Mississippi State 
atlsu 
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BY JEREMY KSIONDA' ‘04 


The night before the start of fall practice, Texas A&M head coach 
Mike Sherman held the first “team meeting” at his home, and was gracious enough to 
extend thediniiton to media aswell fora preseason presyvconferenes, Because of it 
unique nature — the press conferences are typically held in the Bright Complex — we 
felt it was only fitting to give each of you a closer look at the evening’s festivities. We're 
happy to bring you our top 10 moments from the night before the first day of practice: 


1. The sheer hospitality of Sherman and the 
entire Athletic Department. 

While the warm welcomes at the Bright Com- 
plex are always appreciated, Sherman opening 
up his home to us lowly media types was an 
extremely kind gesture. Players, coaches and 
representatives of the athletic department all 
did a great job of making us feel welcome 


2. True freshmen Hutson Prioleau and Spen- 
cer Nealy canoeing behind Sherman as he 
addresses the media for the first time this 
season. 

As Sherman stood in front of a crowd of mi- 
crophones, video cameras and journalists from 
across the state, a pair of true freshmen snuck 
into canoes and began paddling around in the 
pond directly behind Sherman. Though he sure- 
ly sensed what was going on behind his back, 
Sherman never broke composure. 


3. Von Miller and Garrick Williams tumping 
over in a canoe. 

Like Nealy and Prioleau, the DeSoto duo of Wil- 
liams and Miller decided to get out in the ca- 
noes and have some fun on the water. This pair 
of teammates, however, were not so graceful 
Just a few moments after they cast off, a loud 
“splash” was heard and an eruption of laughter 
after the defenders tumped over their canoe 
and fell in the water in their street clothes. Very 
funny moment 


4. The Food. 

After he addressed the media, Sherman invited 
everyone to help themselves to the team din- 
ner that had been prepared. To our surprise 
—steaks, potatoes, rolls, cobbler and Blue Bell 
awaited us, Needless to say, nobody walked 
away hungry. 


5. Watching offensive coordinator Nolan 
Cromwell - the hoops star. 

if you know anything about Cromwell, you're 
probably fully aware that he was a tremendous 
athlete at the University of Kansas and in the 
NFL, earning All-American and All-Pro acco- 
lades at each level. But to our surprise, Coach 
Cromwell also has a pretty mean jumpshot, as 
he sunk basket after basket in a game of horse 
against a staff member 


6. The outdoor fireplace and impromptu 
NCAA Football matchups that ensued 
around it. 

As we helped ourselves to the buffet line, we 
overlooked a massive outdoor fireplace that was 
housing a television and gaming system for the 
evening. The players and coaches challenged 
one another to some NCAA Football matchups 
and battles looked pretty intense, but we were 
alittle more interested in the food at that point. 


7. The slam dunk competition. 
We should have seen it coming. The same bas- 


ketball goal that Coach Cromwell played horse 
at earlier later played host to a slam dunk com- 
petition among the football players. Too bad 
Mark Turgeon didn’t get to jain us, as I’m sure 
he would've been glad to pick up some nice 
athletes for the practice squad 


8. Cannonballs 

Since they were already wet, Miller and Williams 
made the best of the situation and were the 
only players tojump into Sherman’ pool. Miller 
made the biggest waves, which seemed only 
fitting since he made the biggest splash later on 
in the week, as well 


9. The first glimpse of the physical transfor- 
mation of the Aggie football players. 
You've probably read about it from every other 
media source there is by now, but this was our 
first look at how much the players had changed 
their overall physique since we saw them last. 
Everyone from linemen to linebackers, to run- 
ning backs and safeties, looked trimmer, stron- 
get and simply in overall better condition than 
any A&M team in recent memory. 


10. The overall camaraderie among the 
players and coaches. 

There was just as stark of a contrast between 
the attitudes of the players as there was their 
physique. Whether it was at the dinner table 
throwing horseshoes or just hanging out, there 
was a sense of camaraderie among the play- 
ers and coaches that was extremely refreshing. 
There was a feeling of family and an increased 
level of respect that was evident from the mo- 
ment we arrived, We're not sure how it will 
translate on the football field in terms of wins 
and losses, but we can guarantee that this team 
will look, act and compete at a level all Aggie 
fans are certain to appreciate 
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BY JASON MCCONNELL ‘01 
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Why | love A&M: There are so many reasons 
M. 1 hat | can 
e, | love that there ar 
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many organ t involved in and | I 
the traditior ur school what it 
today. But orite thing about A&M is defi- 
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all different, 


igh v 
for our 


ingly bring} 


Favorite tradition: Must 


Movies | can't live without: 


Wedding and Remember the Titans 


Music | can’t live without: Johr 


TV shows | can’t live without: 


One misconception about the Hostesses: 
The Aggie lity is 
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through a variety of ways, whether it b 
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working all summer camps. Some f 


believe that we have alternative motive: 
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Aggie football 
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tarts to watch the Ag- 
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Besides the Aggies, my favorite sports 
teams are the Seattle Seahawks and The Ho 


I like to spend my weekends outside 
Strange and unusual fact about me: | wish 
my life could be a musical 

My friends would be surprised to know 
that I: well | like to talk a lot so | think my 
friends know more than they need to about me. 


if | had more time | would take a cooking 


Favorite food: chicken 


Five people I would like to have dinner 
Shaquille O’Neal, C.S 
Mother 


f King Jr, and 


Pet peeve: Eating in the r 


If | could have a superpower, it would be 
to fly 


If | won the lottery, the first thing I'd buy is 
food for people who don’t have any. 
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of Aggieland at the 
Courtyard by Marriott 
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Wade ’99 and Nathan Barkman grew up ina mili- 
tary family and lived everywhere from Germany to New Mexico. 
So, how did these brothers end up opening The Republic — one 
of Aggieland’ finest restaurants? The answer is simple really — 
grilled peanut butter sandwiches that their mother used to make. 

Wade's passion for food seemed to begin almost as soon as he 
could talk — his first word was “chocolate.” A self-proclaimed 
one-time “closet chef,” Wade discovered his passion for cooking 
in the 8th grade. Not too long after, he realized that the beauty 
of cooking laid in the instant feedback you receive. An enthusi- 
astic baseball fan, Wade says that when it comes to cooking, “if 
you swing and you miss, at least you're swinging.” His positive 
and proactive mentality has helped develop The Republic into 
the successful fine dining restaurant that it is. 

The Republic is a family affair, resting on the backbones of the 
Barkman brothers. Wade, a powerhouse in the kitchen and Na- 
than, a marketing, photography and web design guru (to say the 
least), make up the dynamic duo that can commonly be found 
buzzing around the restaurant. Even mom and dad are involved 
almost ona daily basis by phone from New Mexico offering their 
input, ideas and encouragement. 

Growing up, Wade and Nathan could typically be found en- 
joying family cultural nights —an evening full of delectable sam- 
ples of food and beverages from the culture of choice. It’s safe 
to say that their love of fine food and great dining experiences 
began at home. To the Barkman family, restaurants have always 
been the landing pad in their lives. 

“With a family that is going a thousand different directions, 
restaurants always seemed to be where we were able to stop and 
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meet,” Wade said. 

Despite traveling all over the world, Wade's only real connec- 
tion with A&M was through a family friend who was an Aggie. 
‘That is until he attended one of his mother’s speeches at Rudder 
‘Tower. She has a doctorate in 18th Century Women’s Literature 
and gave speeches at every major university in the country. 

“I missed all of them except for the one at A&M,” Wade ad- 
mits. “I ducked out during the speech and went in the MSC. I 
took one look around at all of the beautiful people and knew that 
was where I wanted to go.” 

After earning his business degree from A&M, Wade attended 
the Culinary Institute of America in Hyde Park, New York. Fol- 
lowing graduation in 2002, he studied at some of the finest win- 
eries and vineyards in the world in Napa, California. From there, 
he moved to Las Vegas and managed fine dining restaurants at 
Caesar’s Palace and the Wynn Hotel. 

At every stop along the way, Wade was gaining more knowl- 
edge and experience to help achieve one of his goals in life — to 
have his own restaurant by the time he was 30 years old. 

“When your mother calls you at almost 29 and asks, ‘Don’t 
you have to quit, move, build and open before you turn 30? then 
you know it’s time to get going,” he said. 

Wade decided that fine dining was a great excuse to come back 
to Texas, and he knew Aggieland was the perfect choice. Mean- 
while Nathan, then managing editor of the Bristol Bay Times in 
Dillingham, Alaska, agreed to partner with his brother in cre- 
ating an exceptional restaurant for Aggieland. With a flurry of 
creative licensing, The Republic opened its doors for the first 
time on May 8, 2007. Wade turned 30 in June. 


TOP LEFT: BRIAN DAVE ‘0 VALL OTHERS: COURTESY NATHAN BARKMAN, THE REPUBLIC 


Beyond their business intellect and 
restaurant talent, the loyalty between the 
Barkman brothers is the sturdy founda- 
tion that The Republic rests on. But their 


SAW VARSITY’S 
HORNS OFF 


BY JILL PANKY 


loyalty extends beyond the family to the | [2 aaasaitenseretn teeta’ 
community. AGGIE MOTHERS’ CLUB 
; It’s bred into you at A&M that you AO NOTH GARDE W/ENVELOPEE STS 
give back, however you can, you give 8x10 PRINTED ON CANVAS, $20 
back,” Wade said. “I do restaurants; Nate 11X14 PRINTED ON CANVAS, *35 
does all the photography you see while SHIPPING B& HANDLING PER ORDER. *5 
you are here. That's how we give back. PAYPAL, CHECK OR MONEY ORDER To: 
The Barkman brothers have put their BROWN COUNTY AGG 


passion for great dining into every detail 
of the restaurant. With the warm décor, 
Nathan’s photography on the chestnut 
walls and plethora of sophisticated style, 
every seat at The Republic is a good seat. ——— 
That, coupled with good service, live , Ze = 
music, and phenomenal food, makes the Anh tt 
experience a memorable one. 

“Everything happens in restaurants,” 
Wade explains. “...Anniversaries, Ist 
dates, proposals, business meetings. Ev- 
erything happens in restaurants.” 

Winners of the prestigious 2009 AAA 


Four Diamond Award, Wade and Nathan i. Hui iii 
— 


have created an exceptional restaurant 
that seems to be able to transport you — —_—— 
to other worlds. At the same time, they 


pride themselves on buying all of their LaRoche GM Dealerships 


food from within the state of Texas, un- 


less something just isn’t available. 900 Hwy 290 W 


“Food will take you anywhere you want 


to go,” Wade said. Brenham, TX 77833 


So what is one of Aggieland’s top ex- 


ecutive chef's favorite thing to cook ? 1-800-3LaRoche 


“Anything that knocks people’s socks : 1 ; 
off.” mw Come by and see us for all your service, collision repair, parts, and 


vehicle purchase needs. Our Sales department sells Chevrolet, 
Cadillac, Pontiac, Buick and GMC Trucks. 


} 24 Hour Roadside Assistance: 979-830-3693 
| Business hours: 7:30-5:00 Mon-Fri 8:00-12:00 Sat 


Texas A&M Cutting Boards 


Sa Se 


Subscribe or renew online at www. landillustrated.com 
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PROUDLY SUPPORTING TEXAS A&M... WHERE TRADITIONS ARE MADE. 


. Patient & Family Education 
How can IT care for my Medical Nutritional Therapy 
) i I 5 Wound Care 
4 Vy Cardiac Care 
loved one at home? Wimmekonaam 
Diabetic Care & Teaching 
Call us today at 979.822.5511 prone Frese a 
for a consultation. We are a Bede ee 
: ‘Tracheotomy Care 
valuable resource to getting the Disease & Pain Management 
Physical Therapy 
Speech Therapy, 
7 Occupational Therapy 
/ 2a 


help you need. . 


Providing a Tradition of Excellence & Commitment 


When ill or recovering from an injury, patients would rather be at home with the 
people they love. Traditions Health Care offers full home care services ranging from 
nursing assistance with everyday needs to physical, occupational and speech therapies. 
Being at home in a comfortable, familiar surrounding has proven to accelerate the 
recovery process. Traditions Health Care coordinates numerous aspects of patient 


care and offers a full range of in-home services by our quality clinical staff. 


Bryan Wolfe ‘Stuart Young 
CEO/Administrator __ OFO/Cheplein 


When the doctor, patient and family decide that treatment is no longer an option, home hospice services may be the 
answer. Wherever home is, whether it’s a skilled nursing facility, a friend or family member's house, or the house they've 
been living in for many years, there’s something calming about being in their own home. Our hospice services allow 
patients to make the most of each day, at home surrounded by family and friends, in a familiar, comfortable environment. 


TRADITIONS HOSPICE 


Providing a Tradition of Excellence & Commitment 
979.822.5511 TOLL FREE: 888.360.5944 706 E. 29th St., Ste. 101 Bryan, TX 77802 www.traditionshealth.com 


EXCELLENCE LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED COMMITMENT 
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Is it just a close game? 


Or something more? 


THE REGION'S FIRST 
CERTIFIED STROKE CENTER & CERTIFIED CHEST PAIN CENTER. 


The Pros 
at St. Joseph 


Sponsored by the Sisters of St. Francis af Sylvania, Ohio 
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2801 11 Frangisean E Drive » Bryan * 979.776.3777 * www.st-joseph.org 
To find out your cardiac risk, go to: www.sjprevention.com 


